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nothing to ask of the Cardinal, but simply to render an account
to him of the office M. le Due d'Orl^ans had given her, it was
an act of politeness which could only please him, and obtain,
for her his regard, far from having anything disagreeable, or to
be feared about it; and finished by saying to her that it was
proper, and that she wished her to go.
She went, therefore, for it was at Versailles, and arrived in a
large cabinet, where there were eight or ten persons waiting to
speak to the Cardinal, who was larking with one of his
favourites, by the mantel-piece. Fear seized upon Madame de
Conflans,, who was little, and who appeared less. Nevertheless,
she approached as this woman retired. The Cardinal, seeing
her advance, sharply asked her what she wanted.
" Monseigneur," said she,—" Oh, Monseigneur !"
" Monseigneur," interrupted the Cardinal, " I can't now."
" But, Monseigneur," replied she,—
"Now, devil take me, I tell you again," interrupted the
Cardinal, " when I say I can't, I can't."
" Monseigneur," Madame de Conflans again said, in order to
explain that she wanted nothing; but at this word the Cardinal
seized her by the shoulders, and pushed her out, saying,
" Go to the devil, and let me alone/'
She nearly fell over, flew away in fury, weeping hot tears,
and reached, in this state, Madame la Duchesse d'Orleans, to
whom, through her sobs, she related the adventure.
People were so accustomed to the insults of the Cardinal,
and this was thought so singular and so amusing, that the
recital of it caused shouts of laughter, which finished off poor
Madame de Conflans, who swore that, never in her life, would
she put foot in the house of this madman.
The Easter Sunday after he was made Cardinal, Dubois woke
about eight o'clock, rang his bells as though he would break
them, called for his people with the most horrible blasphemies,
vomited forth a thousand filthy expressions and insults, raved
at everybody because he had not been awakened, said that he
wanted to say Mass, but knew not how to find time, occupied
as he was. After this very beautiful preparable, he very wisely

